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Mahamaya’s Dream 

“In the footsteps of the Buddha” – Art & Photo exhibition by Nava Nalanda 
Mahavihara and Binoy Behl  

 
Consulate General of India, Hong Kong is organizing an exhibition of Buddhist Art and 

photo scrolls - “In the footsteps of the Buddha” by Nava Nalanda Mahavihara and Mr. Benoy 
Behl, in collaboration with Ministry of Culture, Government of India from 15th May to 19th May, 
2014 – that would be inaugurated at Comix home Base Gallery, 7, Mallory Street, Wanchai on 
May 14, 2014 at 1700 hrs. Hon’ble Mr. Tsang Tak-sing, Secretary of Home Affairs, Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region government shall grace the occasion as chief-guest. Mr. Ravindra 
Singh, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of India would be the guest of honour.  
Later, a food festival of fine Hyderabadi cuisine would also be held at Hotel Shangri-La Kowloon 
on June 1-7, 2014.  

 
2. The art exhibition shall showcase two themes: one “Buddha-cārikā” by Nava Nalanda 
Mahavihara that focuses on the life, teachings, important events and the 
wanderings of the Buddha which he undertook for 45 years, after getting 
enlightenment at Bodhgaya. The rich visuals in the form of statues, 
reliefs, murals, photo-blow-ups, etc. arranged in an artistic manner 
interspersed with sayings of the Buddha, their explanatory captions 
and other signage are the highlights of the exhibition. The artistic 
arrangement of the exhibition will be complimented with audio chanting of 
verses from Pali Tripiṭaka. The exhibition also strives to provide 
information about the Buddhist Pilgrimage by depicting the master 
pieces on Indian Art and Artifacts discovered from the numerous archaeological sites in India.  

 
3. Apart from the sculptural exhibition, a photographic display titled “Buddhist Heritage of 
India”, by the renowned Buddhist expert and photographer Benoy K Behl constitutes another part 

of the exhibition. It consists of around 60 photographic scrolls and 
three text panels, covering the Buddhist Heritage of India from all 
across the India. Buddhist sculpture and paintings are the oldest 
surviving art of the historic period in the Indian subcontinent right from 
the Ashokan period of 3rd century BC. The artist, Benoy K Behl is a 
renowned photographer and art historian, who is known for his 
pioneering low-light photography of ancient paintings, capturing their 
true and luminous colours more clearly than ever done before.  He is 
also known for his time sensitive photography of Buddhist art which 
provides a deep insight into the gentle and compassionate message 
of the art. This photographic exhibition provides a comprehensive 
perspective of the monuments and art heritage of Buddhism, from the 
earliest times.  It also takes us on a visual pilgrimage through the life 
of the Buddha: to the places of his birth, enlightenment, first sermon 
and final renunciation.  The exhibition covers a wide range of the 
heritage of both Theravada and Mahayana-Vajrayana orders, 
providing a view of the richness of the whole Buddhist tradition.    

 



4. The exhibition is part of the “Glimpses of India Festival” being held under “India – China 
Year of Friendly Exchanges”. India and China have jointly decided to designate 2014 as the 
“Year of Friendly Exchanges” between the two countries, following mutual visits by respective 
prime-ministers. In this series, Chinese Vice President Li Yuanchao launched the Year of Friendly 
Exchanges at the Republic Day reception ceremony he attended that was organized by Embassy 
of India, Beijing on 24th January 2014. The calendar of events includes high-level visits, bilateral 
dialogues, defense cooperation, engagements in the fields of trade and economy, and a rich menu 
of cultural, educational and people-to-people contacts. Several important exchanges have already 
been held this year, including the Strategic Economic Dialogue, the Strategic Dialogue and the 
Annual Defence Dialogue. A very special feature of the Year of Friendly Exchanges is the 
“Glimpses of India Festival” being organized in twelve cities of China by the Embassy of India, 
Beijing and Indian Consulates in Shanghai, Guangzhou and Hong Kong sponsored by the Ministry 
of Culture of the Government of India. The ‘Glimpses of India Festival’ will showcase Indian 
performing arts, an exhibition of modern Indian art, an exhibition of Buddhist artefacts and heritage 
and their linkages with China, food festivals and film festivals, as well as events involving eminent 
Indian and Chinese scholars and writers. 
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